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BRISTOL’S ONE25 RECEIVES OVER £180,000 FOR NAOMI HOUSE

Local charity One25 has been awarded £187,051 by The Parenting Fund to support its newest initiative, Naomi House.

Naomi House is an intensively supported residential home that safeguards the health of children born to substance-addicted mothers, prioritising those women with a history of sex-work. It provides support to women who want to change and become equipped with skills to raise their children in a safe, loving environment and aims to break the generational cycle of deprivation. The house can take up to five women and six babies (under three years old) at a time.
The award was one of the largest grants given to a small project and will fund Naomi House for two years. The Government’s Parenting Fund was set up in 2004 to give money to build and strengthen the work that the voluntary and community sector undertakes with parents and families. 
Fundraising and Publicity Coordinator Josie Hill said: "The whole team at One25 is absolutely overjoyed with the news. This funding will have an enormous impact on the lives of the vulnerable new mothers at Naomi House and equip them with the stability and skills needed to bring up their children in a safe, loving environment. 
“Naomi House is all about breaking the cycle of deprivation in Bristol and giving these families a better chance. It's a tremendous boost for that work to be recognised by the government."

Baroness Delyth Morgan, Minister for Children, Young People and Families commented on the funding awards, saying: "We are delighted to announce the additional support that will help strengthen family relationships, provide support to fathers and encourage greater take up of existing parenting services. By funding these services we aim to help vulnerable families and those who have not been able to easily get hold of the services they need."

- Ends -

Notes to Editors

About One25

One25 has been working for 14 years in Bristol, benefiting women who are abused and socially marginalised through involvement in street based sex work. Their lives are characterised by chronic ill-health, life-controlling addictions, homelessness and the daily threat of extreme violence. Its mission is to enable these women to break free from this abusive lifestyle and achieve their full potential, and to help them make healthy life choices and foster positive relationships with their families and communities. 

About the Parenting Fund

Since its inception in 2004 the Parenting Fund has disbursed over £30 million in grants to 265 organisations, and has enabled projects to reach over 170,000 parents with direct parenting assistance. It has also helped them provide information on many challenging subjects such as coping with bereavement and managing children's behaviour to over a million parents. In addition projects have been able to offer advice or information to over 60,000 practitioners. From April 2009 to March 2011 Parenting Fund Round 3 will be funding 90 projects in 23 priority areas and these projects will be assisted by a programme of consultancy support to develop their capacity to bid to deliver services.

Current Funding

This time, funding will go to local projects that provide counseling for couples, support parents whose children might be involved in gangs and crime, and those that help disabled parents and parents with disabled children. Services that provide support for families of offenders will also be supported by the Parenting Fund (see end for full list).
Two thirds of all the projects are receiving a Parenting Fund grant for the first time. Projects applying for grants from Parenting Fund Round Three had to meet the following criteria:

· Strengthen existing parental couple relationships, whether parents live together or apart, and assist separated/divorced parents who are in conflict to better work together in order to minimize the impact of the poor parental relationship on their child or children, and so improve outcomes for those children.

· Strengthen family relationships in families where parental behaviours compromise family wellbeing, for example where parents are substance/alcohol misusers, have significant mental health problems or live with high degrees of conflict and distress

· Promote active and positive fatherhood, with particular emphasis on engaging fathers in their children's learning and development

· Promote inclusion and equality by enabling the take up of existing services by disadvantaged, vulnerable, 'hard to reach' and less well served communities

· Work to support families of offenders to improve life chances of their children.

· Offer effective interventions for parents whose children are vulnerable to gang membership, or carrying knives and guns so as to prevent the children committing criminal behaviours in the future

· Promote stronger family relationships and improved parental confidence and skills through intergenerational activity
PAGE  
1

