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SAFER BRISTOL’S DAY OF ACTION TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST SEX WORKERS 

Sex workers in Bristol are being given clear advice on how to report attacks as part of International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers on Thursday 17th December.

Last year 134 attacks on street sex workers in Bristol were reported to One25, an advice and support organisation for street sex workers. These incidents included gang rape, kidnap, GBH, domestic violence and armed attacks.  

Helping victims of violence is of ongoing importance to Safer Bristol, the partnership of agencies working together to make the city safer. Activities held on the day are being used to highlight the support available to sex workers to leave the industry, to build understanding of and confidence in the criminal justice system and raise awareness of existing practical deterrents such as personal safety alarms.
Rick Palmer, Safer Bristol Director, said: “Safer Bristol is committed to helping all victims of violence and abuse. The city has the second highest conviction rate against men who attack sex workers, which is a fantastic achievement – but there is still a long way to go. 

“Sex workers are particularly vulnerable to abuse and it is important to tackle this issue in order to move forward with our vision of making Bristol the safest city in the world. We want everyone to have faith in the criminal justice system and for residents of Bristol not to tolerate violence against anyone.”

Launched in the USA in 2003 End Violence Against Sex Workers began as a memorial to victims of the ‘Green River Killer’ – a serial killer in Washington State who murdered at least 48 sex workers - and has since developed into an international day of awareness. 

One25 is hosting a series of internal activities for their service users including a display of inspiring stories to encourage sex workers to report attacks.

Josie Hill, Fundraising and Publicity Coordinator, said: “Instead of focusing on memorials and victimhood we'll be looking at building the women's self-esteem and faith in the criminal justice system. 

“By highlighting success stories of women who have been supported after an attack we hope to encourage more to come forward. We'll be displaying these stories around the drop-in centre on Wednesday 16th December and promoting them across our services all week.”

 
One25 will also be highlighting the ‘Ugly Mug’ scheme, which are descriptive reports of attacks and attackers used to warn other vulnerable women and to feed into police intelligence, and their visual evidence system. They will be offering support and advice sessions to help workers exit the industry. 

A&SC INCLUSION OF ACTIVITIES

Commenting on behalf of the CPS, Peter Smith, Special Prosecutor for Anti-Social Behaviour, said: “The Crown Prosecution Service is proud of its conviction rates for crimes against sex workers because they clearly demonstrate that these offences are taken seriously by the courts. This proves to the victims of such incidents that perpetrators will be dealt with effectively and they should therefore feel confident to come forward and report what has happened to them. With the support of the sex workers, we can continue to bring the offenders to justice.”

Safer Bristol is dedicated to reducing harm and earlier this year organised a Personal Safety Training Day for sex workers. Thirty-five women attended and learnt safety training advice from a specialist Independent Sexual Violence Advisor. A Rights and Responsibilities Day was also organised which gave sex workers advice and guidance on human-rights and also discussed their social responsibilities to the communities they work in.
For more information about help available to sex workers please contact 0117 909 8832 or email josie@one25.org.uk


PANEL:
6 myths around violence & sex workers from One25. These are UNTRUE
 

1. Those who attack sex workers do not pose a threat to others

2. It is impossible to prevent violence towards sex workers
3. Violence is ALWAYS committed by clients (Not true as violence is often committed by people who are NOT clients but may pose as clients)

4. Sex workers are worthless and deserve to be abused

5. Sex workers can't leave an abusive relationship because no-one else will ever care for them

6. Domestic violence just means physical violence

Case study:

Jennie’s story*

Jennie, a 30 year-old pregnant woman, has complicated needs including issues with addiction, domestic and street violence, anxiety and depression.

Over the last year, Jennie’s catalogue of injuries has included broken ribs, a fractured cheekbone and skull, as well as multiple soft tissue injuries. Her self esteem has been extremely low and she describes herself as ‘ugly’ and ‘stupid’.

To help Jennie overcome these issues, her One25 caseworker, Dee Parkin worked with Jennie to devise a treatment plan. They discussed how her experience of physical trauma may affect not only her body tissue but also her ability to feel safe. 

Through her contact with One25 and by coming forward to seek help, Janie has gained confidence and increased her self-esteem. She has since left her violent boyfriend and moved into a rehab and safe-house, specifically supporting women with a history of addiction and sex-work. 
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