Précis of History of One25

One25 started on 14 May 1995 as a result of concerns from local agencies and churches about the health and well-being of female street sex-workers in Bristol. In September, we secured a drop-in facility one afternoon per week at the Salvation Army’s Candle Project, Lower Ashley Road.

It was initiated by Val Jeal, who led a small but dedicated group of like-minded people in developing the work of forming supportive relationships with the women. In January 1996 the drop-in moved to a new temporary home in the basement of 125 Cheltenham Road, which gave the project its enduring name. Around this time a consultative group was formed with representatives from relevant agencies such as Bristol Drugs Project and the BRI’s sexual health clinic, a management team was formed and Val took on the role of Project Manager.

In July 1996, a van was donated, which enabled evening outreach on the streets to commence. This greatly increased the opportunity for effective contact with the women and enabled us to grow, and this service remains at the core of the ongoing work. One25 was supported at this time by 18 volunteers.

In May 1997, One25 became a registered charity and also moved to occupy its present site at 138a Grosvenor Road, which had facilities for a larger drop-in area, plus offices for its increasing number of staff. In 2005 the building, which was previously rented, was given outright to the project by Bristol Christian Fellowship.

The charity currently employs 19 full or part time staff and is supported by around 130 volunteers, who help to facilitate the drop-in, van outreach and foot outreach services, casework and Naomi House, our new mother and baby home.

In January 2009, we opened Naomi House. This is a residential family unit providing intensive, therapeutic and practical 24 hour support for up to 5 pregnant women or mothers with babies where maternal substance misuse and risk from sex-work has been a problem. The aim is to enable the women to change their lifestyle while equipping them with the skills they need to provide a stable, caring home and give their babies a better start in life.
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